[Malignant phyllodes tumor with liposarcomatous differentiation. Description of a clinical case].
Sarcoma of the breast are a rare group of neoplasms representing less than 5% of Soft Tissue Sarcomas (STS). Between 1980 and 1995 in the National Institute foe Cancer Research (IST) of Genoa, 2188 patients were submitted to surgery for breast cancer. Seven of them were found to be affected by sarcoma, confirmed by histologic diagnosis. All the patients were between 39 and 87 years-old. Surgical treatments were: wide excision (1 case), total mastectomy (2 cases), radical mastectomy following Halsted (4 cases). A case of a 53 year-old woman with a phyllodes tumor initially transforming in to liposarcoma is reported. The patient was submitted to surgery (total mastectomy) and nowadays is alive and free of disease after 29 months. All authors agree that the treatment for sarcoma of the breast is early and complete surgical excision of the mass. The role of chemotherapy and radiotherapy is still uncertain. Outcome is based on histologic type, degree of differentiation and tumor size.